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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR JULY 1, 2022 
 

 
  

The Independence Day Celebration will begin Friday night at 7 PM at Elmwood Park with 
music, food trucks, and spectacular fireworks at dusk. Also, the press box concession 
stand will be open and selling soft serve ice cream and other items. 

Safety is always my priority. Independence Police have posted temporary NO PARKING 
signs around the city to manage the increased traffic. Both temporary and regulatory 
signs will be strictly enforced. A reminder, parking on private property is prohibited 
unless you have prior permission from the landowner.  Parking at the Independence 
Middle School will be available after 6:15 PM due to a school event earlier in the day.  

If we must cancel the fireworks due to weather, notifications will be posted on the City’s 
website and Facebook pages.  

Also, a reminder that in observance of Independence Day, City Hall will be closed on 
Monday, July 4th. Other holiday hours: 

 

file://///user2019/home$/loraa/My%20Documents/www.independenceohio.org


 
 

Community Services will close on Friday, July 1 at 5PM and will reopen on Tuesday, 
July 5 at 7AM. 
 
The Recreation Department will be open regular hours this weekend:  
Saturday, July 2 from 8 AM to 4 PM and Sunday, July 3 from 9 AM to 3 PM. The 
Recreation Department will be closed on Monday, July 4 and will reopen Tuesday, July 5 
at 6 AM.  
 
The Service Department will be closed on July 4. Regularly scheduled Monday 
rubbish pickup will slide to Tuesday, July 5 next week.  
 
 
 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
 
I want to share a letter I received from resident Samantha Ferrara that exemplifies why 

Independence is “the premiere community in which to live, work, visit and raise a 

family.”   

 

Earlier this week her dog Poe jumped out of her car and ran across Brecksville Road near 

Hillside Road. Thanks to the concern and kindness of the Independence Police, friends, 

family and strangers, Ms. Ferrara was reunited with her beloved Poe.  

 
    Mayor Kurtz and who it may concern, 

I am hoping to be able to say THANK YOU to as many people 

as I can in our community. On Tuesday the 28th of June, my 

puppy jumped out of my car window and ran into 21 and 

then into the massive field next to Dollar General. Without 

hesitation so many friends, neighbors, and residents (many 

of whom were strangers to me) did not hesitate to stop and 

help in the ways they could.  

I was so humbled and full hearted when I was able to stop 

and take a breath and look back on the 6 hours of searching 

that finally lead to my puppy getting back home! I truly 

couldn't believe how much kindness, care, and concern we 

received from police officers and residents, and being able to 

give a simple thank you to as many of the people who helped 

my family search, find, and get Poe back home is literally the 

least I can do. So, I am reaching out to you and City Hall in 

the hopes of a little more help in being able to do so. 

Thank you kindly and God bless, 

Samantha Ferrara and Poe   



 
 

Human Foosball Court 
Bryanna LeRoy is hoping that when people ask her what she did this summer, she can say 

she became an Eagle Scout, the highest rank attainable in the Scouts BSA program of the 

Boy Scouts of America (BSA). To achieve this, she has decided to build a Human Foosball 

Court at Independence Middle School as her Eagle Scout Project.  

 
 
Eagle Scout Projects must demonstrate a scout’s leadership skills while performing a 
project for the benefit of the community. 
 
LeRoy who is a currently a Life Scout in Scouts BSA Troop 811 Independence, said the 
cost of materials for the project are valued at approximately $4,000. She has collected or 
groups or individuals have donated nearly 75-percent of the materials.  
 
Bryanna, who is an eleventh-grade student at Independence High School, will begin 
construction of the project at the Independence Middle School this weekend and is 
looking to collect the remaining $1000 needed in materials and/or money to complete 
the project. 
 
Anyone interested in helping Bryanna, can contact her at bryannaleroy@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

 
The City has installed new carpeting in the Civic Center atrium!  
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Celebrating the Season! 
The Kick-Start to Tee-Ball program had their 
final games last Saturday. To celebrate the end 
of the season, all the children received free ice 
cream after the games.  

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
Summer Concerts 
 
The band Sumrada will be performing hits of the 80’s, 90’s and today at the next 
summer concert on Friday, July 8th starting at 7 PM.   The Farmers Market will 
open at 5PM and the Wrap It Up food truck and Kona Ice will be on site. Remember to 
bring a blanket or chair! 

 

 
 

Weekly Finance Review  

Read Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Review for July 1, 2022 
here. 
 

 

 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, 

please ask them to email their name to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org 
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